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123.00., ND. The Wingman Sitting in the
bleachers, celebrating the win as the band

plays the Fighting Irish fight song, I beam at
the crowd. I look over at Michelle, who is

sitting with her best friend from elementary
school. She looks over at me, raises her fist,
and screams in my face. At that moment, I

became aware of the fleeting nature of
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everything. It will be my first, and only, High
School Tailgate. I’ll never see those kids

again. Michelle will get out of middle school
and move on to high school, college, and

eventually husband and children. I will earn
my Bachelor’s, go to work, and hopefully
retire by the time I’m 60. I’m 42 years old
and have a life that doesn’t necessarily

seem like a “good” life. I have a wife and
kids (we’ve since separated, hopefully for
good), and I work for a company that does

not pay the bills. My father was/is a
carpenter, and told me when I was little that,
“you are either a carpenter or a bum.” I wish
the carpenter part didn’t be true. But, right

now, I’m a dad, a husband, and a high
school football dad. I’m a businessman that
can’t seem to get out of the offseason funk.

While I wouldn’t trade everything
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THE DASH SHOP Hampstead, north London

The Dash is a bright and cheerful, retro free-
dress shop in a stunning Grade II listed
building. The atmosphere is fun and the

coffee is good too! This London store is part
of a small chain of shops, featuring the work

of passionate independent designers and
even if they don’t stock your current

favourite brand, you’ll always be able to get
your hands on something new and exciting.
We stock independent brands like Holi and
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Mango, colourful, hand-finished jewellery
from Hirokazu Tanaka, cheeky t-shirts by

Mandala and leggings by the blogger squad
behind Lazy Girl Stitch. We’re always happy
to give our loyal customers a discount, and

sell out of new arrivals quickly.
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